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The theme of this past month, it seems, has been
medical challenges. October brought with it a sickly
little bunch of new animals in our foster system. We
took in a total of 28 animals, including some of the
neediest little ones we've had in a while. Most of them
are still in our care. In these difficult cases, you really
see how hard-working and necessary our fosters are. 

Meet a few of our motley crew...

Fracture came to us with a broken leg pouring
infection. The infection only got worse, and soon it
became clear the leg would have to be amputated.
Fracture's procedure took place at the beginning
of this month, and he's now a healing tripod kitty
in far less pain than he was before. 

Magic Fairypaw, one of our crunchy muffins, is a
sweet little one-pound kitten covered in ringworm.

The 'Ives' were a group of five malnourished and
frail kittens when they came to us. At 4 weeks old,
they only weighed about half a pound. Sadly, two
of the group passed within a few days. The
remaining three - Hive, Clive, and Thrive - each
still weigh less than a pound at 5 weeks old. They
are fighting their way through, and their foster
mom is working hard around the clock to make
sure they continue eating and growing until they
can meet their weight goals.  

Fracture

Magic Fairypaw

Clive and Hive



The Monochrome babies - Sepia, Hue, Grayscale,
Shade, and Binary - were born to a mother cat at
the shelter. They all have cerebellar hypoplasia, a
developmental disorder that affects their motor
skills and makes them "wobbly" so that it's a little
difficult for them to get around.

Tom and Jerry came to us very sick with a
severe upper respiratory infection that caused eye
ulcers. At the time, they were 6 weeks old and
only weighed a pound. Tom is still experiencing
eyes issues, which we're treating with dog serum
eyedrops.

Struggling babies like these are the whole reason
our foster system exists. We take in the animals
who need constant attentive care, who may not
survive at the shelter. In other words, the ones
who need us most.  

We usually say we spend about $215 per kitten
for vetting and care while they're with us. That
number is for a healthy kitten. As you can see,
most of the kittens we take in are far from
healthy.

If you would like to help us continue to care for
the most desperate and helpless animals in our
community, please consider donating at
www.ahope4src.com/hopesheroes. Thank you
so much to all our supporters!

Want to get more involved than that? We have
openings on our foster team! We're looking for
dedicated animal lovers willing to give their time
and space in their home so we can save more
animals in the future. Be warned: taking care of
sick kittens like the ones we described above isn't
always easy. But trust us, it's always worth it!
Learn more about fostering with us at
www.ahope4src.com/fostering.

Thrive

Mama Monochrome 
and her crew

Tom and Jerry 
when we found them 

at the shelter



While we took in so many new little ones, we also
said goodbye to 18 awesome kitties as they went on
to live wonderful lives with their new families!
Thank you so much to our adopters for providing
the absolute BEST forever homes for the animals we
love so much. 

We want to highlight one very special adoption that
happened last month. You might remember Teddy,
who we spotlighted a few months ago. He's a 10-
year-old senior kitty with hyperthyroidism who lived
in the shelter for most of his life, then got adopted
and returned twice. But don't worry, Teddy's story
has a happy ending! He found a new mom who
loves him SO much, and we know he's going to
spend the rest of his days being showered with
attention. Just what he deserves!

Teddy's 
adoption day!

We get asked a lot if we're sad to see animals
go when they're adopted. Of course, we miss
them (especially their foster parents), but
nothing makes us happier than adoptions!
Getting these desperate animals to a point
where they're healthy and strong enough to
leave us and move on with their lives is what
we're all about. 

Are you looking to add a furbaby to your
family? You'll find adoptable animals on our
website at www.ahope4src.com/adoptions.

If you're looking for an opportunity to meet a whole
bunch of adoptable animals, don't miss our annual
adoption event, A New Leash on Love, which will be
this Saturday (November 13th) from 10:00 am to
2:00 pm at Bagdad Mill Site Park! Many local
rescues will be there with their animals. Plus, we'll
have food trucks, vendors, games, and lots of fun
for the whole family (including furbabies, as long
as they're on a leash). We "hope" to see you there!

Adoptable angels 
from last year's
annual event...



OUTREACH PROGRAMS
Did you know A HOPE isn't just a name? It's an
acronym that stands for everything our
organization is about: Animal Health, Outreach,
Prevention, and Education. 

Fostering kittens is far from the only thing we do.
We love our fosters and the animals we save, but
that's only a small part of our mission! We want
to empower community members to take care of
their pets and community cats so that fewer
animals end up needing our help (or the shelter's
help) in the first place. Here's how we do that...

Low-cost spay/neuter transports

Getting your pets spayed or neutered is essential for
their health and the future of animal welfare in Santa
Rosa County. This goes especially for outdoor pets.
Pets who are fixed can't make unwanted babies that
end up on the street or the shelter's doorstep. Plus,
getting your pets fixed will make them happier and
prevent negative behaviors (like peeing on everything
or yowling all night, every night).

One of our biggest goals is to make spay/neuter
procedures (along with vaccines, deworming,
microchipping, and other basic vetting) accessible for
more members of our community. That's why, every
other week, we drive cats and dogs to get fixed at the
low-cost clinic Operation Spay Bay in Panama City. It's
also why we're building our own low-cost clinic off
Pine Blossom Rd in Milton. 

In October, 90 cats and 8 dogs were fixed through our
transports. That brings our total number for the year
up to 1,243 animals! And we're not done yet - there
are still four more transports in 2021.

Learn how to sign up for our spay/neuter
transports at

www.ahope4src.com/vetaccess

Find out how you can support our future 
low-cost clinic in SRC at

www.ahope4src.com/cliniccomingsoon

Community members line 
up down the street every
other Monday night for

our transports...



Pet Food Pantry and Bowl Fillers

Part of helping people take care of their pets is
making sure they have access to pet food, even in
times of financial struggle. 

Our October Pet Food Pantry provided food and
other supplies to 16 dogs and 30 cats from low-
income families! We hold our Pet Food Pantry on
the second Sunday of every month. Learn more and
see if you qualify for assistance at
www.ahope4src.com/petpantry. 

Our Bowl Fillers program, run in conjunction with
the Council on Aging of West Florida, provided pet
food for 6 dogs and 5 cats belonging to senior
citizens last month, all thanks to our generous
sponsor. Could you or your organization help senior
citizens in need feed their companion animals?
Contact ahopeoutreach@gmail.com to sponsor a
month of Bowl Fillers. 

October Bowl Fillers Sponsor:
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church

in honor of St. Francis of Assisi, 
Patron Saint of Animals

Help Desk

Our Help Desk exists to guide people to the right
resources (such as local rescues or low-cost vet
clinics) so they can help the animals of our
community themselves instead of always relying
on the shelter. If you need assistance, email the
Help Desk at ahopehelp@gmail.com or call at
(850) 665-0511. Leave us a message, and a
volunteer will be in touch shortly.

Community events

In October, we had a chance to be a part of the
shelter's annual low-cost rabies clinic, where they
vaccinated 444 animals (a record number in the 9
years of this clinic)! For our part, we handed out 2,094
months' worth of free flea and tick prevention for
dogs. Huge thanks to Chewy, who donated the flea
meds as part of their Chewy Gives Back program!



HOW CAN YOU GET
INVOLVED?

Congratulations to our 
October Volunteer of the Month: 

Barbara Hall

Volunteering at A HOPE 
looks like this...

And this...

And also this...

Working fundraisers

Helping with foster animals

Paperwork and data entry

In case you haven't gathered yet, we do a lot! We're so proud of all our life-saving programs, but what
you might not realize from the outside is just how much work goes into each one. Every transport, every
adoption day, and every Pet Food Pantry has countless hours of work behind it. There are so many
documents to keep track of and so many litter boxes to clean. And our volunteers do it all, every month!
We couldn't be prouder of our amazing team! Just in October, we logged 1,861 volunteer hours (that's
about 78 days of blood, sweat, and tears). Believe it or not, that's still not enough for us. There's always
more to do, and we're always happy to welcome new team members who are passionate about our
mission! We truly have a place and a job for everyone, including many you can do from home, as long as
you have a phone or computer. Want to find out how we can use your skills? Learn more at
www.ahope4src.com/volunteer or contact our Volunteer Coordinator at volunteer@ahope4src.com

Kitten Foster Parents
Van Drivers to Panama City (every other Tuesday)
Early Morning Animal Loading (every other Tuesday)
Resource Help Desk Operators (from home)
Grant Writers and Trackers (from home)
Posting on Social Media (from home)
Daily Cleaning and Care of the Facility

Where we need people most right now:

Find more information at
www.ahope4src.com/volunteer



WHO'S LOOKING FOR
FOREVER?

Meet Mindy!
The beautiful little cyclops you see before you
is our sweet Mindy. Here's a little bit about
Mindy's past...

Mindy was found in the middle of the road in
a rainstorm with maggots pouring from her
rectum, ears, and eyes and covered in fly
eggs. She was rescued by a hero, who brought
her to the shelter, where another hero spent
the night getting rid of as many of the
maggots and eggs as she could. Then, Mindy
found her way to us. When we got her, she
was 5 days old and weighed less than half a
pound. In the next weeks, she stayed in a
foster home, being carefully nurtured to
health. Because of her dire state, she ended
up losing one of her eyes.

Flash forward to Mindy's present: She's just about 2
months old, she weighs 1.45 pounds, and she's thriving in
her foster home! Here's what her foster mom says about
her personality: 

"Mindy is the perfect combination of playful and snuggly.
She runs to me when I walk in, and she loves to be held
and purrs non-stop. She has a very playful and curious
side, but she tuckers out quickly and loves to snuggle into
her soft blankets and fall fast asleep. Mindy has a
beautiful little soul. She is a very happy and sweet little
girl who loves people and her kitty friends."

Now, about Mindy's future... Could it be you? Mindy is
looking for a forever home, and she's ready to meet
potential new families! Fill out her adoption application at
www.ahope4src.com/meetme.



HOPE'S HEROES
A huge THANK YOU to our October donors:

WHAT DO WE NEED?

Microfleece blankets
Calmeroos heartbeat toys
Cat wheelchairs/walkers for our wobbly
kitties

Our top wishlist items right now are:

You can find these items and our complete
wishlist at www.ahope4src.com/wishlist. 

If you prefer to drop off items in person, our
address is 5755 Washington St, Milton, FL
32570. We appreciate everything you give
toward our mission!

Don't see your name on this list?  Add it by becoming a
monthly donor here:

www.ahope4src.com/hopesheroes

Special shoutout to Harbor W,
who donated the proceeds of 

her lemonade stand!

SPECIAL DONATIONS
In memory of Paul Dean Lyon, Sr.
From Valerie, Gail, June, and Mary

Many donations in honor of 
Barbara Hall's birthday. Happy birthday, Barbara!

Would you like to donate in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion? Go to
www.ahope4src.com/hopesheroes and write your dedication in the notes box.

Jon & Tricia Green
Kerry Anne Schultz

Robin Gilmore
Paige Cary

Lona Thrasher

Mrs. Jenna
Maureen Brescia

Mary Causey
Jebbye Lemons

Lynne Gilmore Melton

Katherine Lyons
Bridget Knight
Katie Johnson
Linda Maguire
Cynthia Fulford
Deborah Lewis

Holly & Jay Shands
Christy Carlson
Karan Llewellyn

Donna Fite
Virginia Bowman



UPCOMING EVENTS

Time: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Location: Bagdad Mill Site Park
Learn more:
www.ahope4src.com/annualevent

Time: 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Location: 5755 Washington St, Milton,
FL 32570
Learn more:
www.ahope4src.com/petpantry

Time: 12:00 pm (Noon)
Location: Online at
www.ahope4src.com/reserveaspot 

Time: 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Location: 5755 Washington Street,
Milton, FL 32570
Learn more:
www.ahope4src.com/petpantry 

Time: 12:00 pm (Noon)
Location: Online at
www.ahope4src.com/reserveaspot 

November 13th: A New Leash on Love
Community Event

November 14th: Pet Food Pantry

November 30th: Spay/Neuter Registration
Day

December 12th: Pet Food Pantry

December 14th: Spay/Neuter Registration
Day 

Races...

See all upcoming events on
our website at

www.ahope4src.com/events!

Adoptable animal red
carpet...

Tasty treats...

And more fun in store for
A New Leash on Love!

https://www.ahope4src.com/reserveaspot
https://www.ahope4src.com/petpantry
https://www.ahope4src.com/reserveaspot


TAIL ME ABOUT IT!

 Do you have questions? 
We want to answer them! 

Send any inquiries to
ahopenews@gmail.com, and maybe we'll

answer yours in next month's Tail Me
About It!

Sharon says, "My neighbors don't keep
their dog on a leash, and it keeps coming

in my yard with my dog. What should I
do?"

Try to remember, in a situation like this, that
it's not the dog's fault. It's the owner's fault
for being irresponsible. The dog doesn't know
any better. Please don't go to extremes like
harming or poisoning the dog (which is a
misdemeanor in Santa Rosa County, by the
way).

The first thing you need to do is ensure the
health and safety of your dog. If the
neighbor's dog behaves aggressively toward
your dog, bring yours inside immediately to
avoid a fight. And make sure your dog is
spayed or neutered and up to date on all
vaccines. You don't want to end up with an
unexpected litter of puppies. 

Once your dog is taken care of, the best thing
to do in this scenario is to talk to your
neighbor and ask them to keep their dog on a
leash. Explain the dangers of letting a dog
roam free. There could be dog fights, or the
dog could run into the street and get hit by a
car. Tell them how the situation is making
your life harder because it's bothering your
dog. And tell them that Santa Rosa County
has laws about keeping dogs restrained in
public spaces.  

If your neighbor doesn't listen, don't call
Animal Control just yet. If worst comes to
worst and Animal Control picks up the animal,
guess where it will end up...at the shelter,
which is full enough as it is.

Motion-activated sprinkler that sprays
a jet of water at trespassing animals
(available on Amazon) 
Ultrasonic repeller that keeps animals
away with a high-pitched tone
(available on Amazon)
Dog-repelling scents, such as citrus,
garlic, vinegar, cayenne pepper, or
ammonia

Instead of calling Animal Control, try
humane methods to keep the dog away
from your house. That at least solves the
problem of the other dog bothering your
dog. These are some methods to keep dogs
(and cats) out of your yard:


